BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SHAH

When the oil has been extracted the seed husks are
dug into the soil for manure.

Iran is alleged to export upwards of six hundred tons
of opium each year, although she is a member of the League
of Nations. But one can understand her reluctance to give
up an industry of such prime importance, which not only
produces revenue, but gives her something with which
to barter for the foreign commodities she dearly needs.
Apart from the controlled trade, and in spite of close
vigilance, a great deal of smuggling goes on. For local
use, and local embraces the whole of Iran, the opium is
made into long, shiny, thin brown cigars, each costing
about two rials (sixpence), and loosely wrapped in a cylinder
of white paper. The purchaser breaks the cigar and puts
it in a pipe, the better to enjoy the flavour. Another
way of smoking opium is to knead a tablet so that it
adheres just below a round hole at the end of a wooden
tube in a china bowl. A red-hot coal is held near enough
to heat the opium until it smoulders, when the smoker
inhales through the tube.

Home consumption is about fifty times that authorized
by the League. Government does its best to suppress
the habit, but it is too deeply rooted, and the profit is too
great to operate a sound scheme.

"One person in every ten in Teheran is reported to be
an addict,35 Rumi told us, "and we have a saying that of
every three people in Kerman, four take opium. The
smoker's colour is livid, his eye dull and hollow, and his
breath like that of a dying man. But if opium bringeth
leanness to thy body, despair not/' he said cheerfully,
"In this way shalt thou offer less to snakes and worms."

Opium surely is the curse of the country. Sleep-sodden
Iranians sire children from little more than children,
steeped in opium from birth. Babies fall asleep sucking
the thumb of a father or mother who has fingered the drug,
or who is in some way responsible for its manufacture, sale,
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